
Marine Studies 

In Marine Studies students will study interactions between the 
living and non-living parts of marine ecosystems. They will 
study local marine ecosystems to investigate animal and plant 
species and matter and energy flow within them. 

Students will investigate human caused issues in marine 
ecosystems. They will learn about the impacts of climate 
change, the fishing industry and global development to coastal 
environments. Students will complete field studies and 
personal research tasks as part of their assessment. 

This subject will allow students to deepen their inquiry skills, 
including collecting and analysing primary and secondary data. 
It will allow them to broaden their understanding of the marine 
environments surrounding Vanuatu and ways of conserving 
them. 

Environmental Science Studies 

Students will study the Earth and it’s interactions between its 
four systems (water, air, land and life.). They will investigate 
natural changes in the Earth’s systems such as plate tectonics, 
weather patterns and ocean currents. 

Students will investigate natural disasters such as earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions, focusing on local examples. 

Students will complete field studies and personal research 
tasks as part of their assessment. 

This subject will allow students to deepen their inquiry skills, 
including collecting and analysing primary and secondary data. 
It will allow them to broaden their understanding of both 
natural and human-caused changes to the environment in 
Vanuatu. 

Digital Technology and Media Arts 

Digital Media systems are everywhere, mobile and desktop 
devices and networks are transforming learning, recreational 
activities, home life and work. Digital systems support new 
ways of collaborating and communicating, and require new 
skills such as computational and systems thinking. 
Technologies are an essential problem-solving toolset in our 
knowledge-based society. 

The Digital Media subject provides students with practical 
opportunities to use design thinking and to be innovative 
developers of digital solutions and knowledge. Digital Media 
enables students to become innovative creators of digital 

solutions, effective users of digital systems and critical 
consumers of information conveyed by digital systems. 

Students will explore computer networking and web 
development, animation and film. 

Visual Arts 

Visual Arts provides students with opportunities to develop 
creative ways of expressing themselves and develop a critical 
appreciation of their own works and those of others. They use 
their senses, perceptions, feelings, values and knowledge to 
communicate through Visual Arts. Aesthetic understanding 
helps students to appreciate and critically respond to various 
arts experiences with enjoyment.  

Through their arts experiences, students come to understand 
broader questions about the values and attitudes held by 
individuals and communities. Arts practice involves the 
exploration and development of ideas and feelings through the 
use of a range of skills and knowledge of art techniques and 
processes. The arts provide a powerful means of expression 
and communication of life experiences and imagination. 

Students will explore drawing, printmaking, sculpture and 
painting. 

Outdoor Education 

PLEASE NOTE, THERE IS A 20,000VT LEVY ON THIS SUBJECT
(applications for scholarship fund support will be available) 

Through interaction with the natural world, the Outdoor 
Education elective aims to develop an understanding of our 
relationships with the environment, others and ourselves. The 
ultimate goal of the program is to contribute towards a more 
sustainable world, and develop students into well-rounded, 
informed and multi-skilled citizens.  

Students plan and participate in a range of outdoor activities 
which may include but is not limited to: Archery, Canoeing, 
Trekking and Orienteering, Bush Cooking, Sailing, Surfing and 
Camping. Students are given the opportunity to develop 
knowledge and skills by participating safely in these activities. 
They learn to identify and assess risk and apply appropriate 
management strategies and emergency response procedures. 

Sport Studies 

Physical Activity and Sports Studies aims to enhance students’ 
capacity to participate effectively in physical activity and sport, 
leading to improved quality of life for themselves and others. 

PVIS offers students in Years 9 and 10 the opportunity to begin to tailor their studies to areas of 

interest. To increase the opportunities available to students, students in  Years 9 and 10  work together 

for elective subjects.  

In 2019, PVIS is offering a broader range of elective subjects than previously available in order to 

prepare students for possible SACE pathways. Most courses will run for one semester, with the 

exception of French.  Students will have the chance to select up to 6 separate electives over the year. 

The following electives are available for students to choose from: 
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Students engage in a wide range of physical activities to 
develop key understandings about how and why we move as 
well as how to enhance quality and enjoyment in movement.  

The course will consist of a selection of the following topics: 
Body systems and energy for physical activity, Fundamentals of 
movement skill development, Nutrition and physical activity, 
Participating with safety, Various countries sporting identity, 
Lifestyle, leisure and recreation, Sport for specific groups in 
society, Coaching, Sports technology, Participation and 
performance, and Event management. 

Sports Studies will provide students with the opportunity to 
learn how the body works and can function. Students will 
develop detailed knowledge and skills about the importance of 
sport and physical activity in our society. 

Social Studies 

The central concern of Society and Culture is the interaction of 
persons, societies, cultures, environments and time. Society 
and Culture draws on cross-disciplinary concepts and social 
research methodologies from anthropology, communication, 
cultural studies, media studies, philosophy, psychology, social 
ecology and sociology. This course will primarily focus on 
media studies and cultural studies. 

Drama 

Students learn to make, perform and appreciate dramatic and 
theatrical works. They devise and enact dramas using scripted 
and unscripted material and use acting and performance 
techniques to convey meaning to an audience. They learn to 
respond to, reflect on and analyse their own work and the 
work of others and evaluate the contribution of drama and 
theatre to enriching society. Types of drama studied will 
include improvisation, mime, script, puppetry, small screen 
drama, physical theatre, street theatre, mask, comedy and 
Shakespeare. Students also learn about the elements of drama, 
various roles in the theatre, the visual impact of design, 
production elements and the importance of the audience in 
any performance. 

Design Technology 

Design and Technology provides students with the opportunity 
to design and produce a range of designed products which aim 
solve a specified problem through; research, experimentation 
and  innovation. The focus areas are engineering principles and 
systems, food and fibre, materials and technologies. Students 
will also explore sustainable design. 

Semester1  will focus on soft materials, such as textiles, 
sustainable design and fibre. Semester 2 will focus on hard 
materials such as wood, metal and plastics.  

Commerce 

Commerce provides the knowledge, skills, understanding and 
values that form the foundation on which young people make 
sound decisions on consumer, financial, business, legal and 

employment issues. It develops in students an understanding 
of commercial and legal processes and competencies for 
personal financial management. Students study the topics of: 
Consumer Choice, Personal Finance, Law and Society, 
Employment Issues, Investing, Promoting and Selling, Global 
Trade, and the Economy.  

Commerce students develop financial literacy which enables 
them to participate in the financial system in an informed way. 
Central to the course is the development of an understanding 
of the relationships between consumers, businesses and 
governments in the overall economy. Through their 
investigation of these relationships, students develop the 
capacity to apply problem-solving strategies which incorporate 
the skills of analysis and evaluation. Students engage in the 
learning process which promotes critical thinking, reflective 
learning and the opportunity to participate in the community. 

10A Mathematics (Year 10 students only) 

Mathematics 10A (studied in conjunction with Mathematics in 
Semester Two) is a prerequisite subject for students intending 
to study Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics at 
Year 11. Mathematics 10A is advisable for students who may 
wish to study tertiary engineering, science, mathematics, 
information technology and other courses. Students will learn 
to:  

• apply a wide variety of strategies to engage with 
situations and solve problems, and adapt these 
strategies to new situations  

• develop and evaluate mathematical arguments and 
proofs  

• organise and consolidate their mathematical thinking to 
communicate to peers, teachers and others  

• recognise and use connections between different 
mathematical ideas and to contexts outside of 
mathematics  

French (whole year option) 

Students will have the opportunity to further extend their 
knowledge of French through drama. Year 9 students will enjoy 
exploring a range of topics arising from the play ‘Un Garcon 
Populaire’. Extension topics will include a French film study, an 
exploration of self through writing a simple autobiography in 
French and a research task related to protecting the 
environment. The ending to the play is unfinished and the goal 
at the end of the course is for students to create their own 
finale and act out their creative endings on video.  This course 
can be adapted to suit a range of abilities.  

Year 10 students will extend their knowledge of the French 
language and culture through a simple novel study. This study 
has cross-curricular applications which enable students to carry 
out an artistic representation of the story with captions in 
writing. In addition to this, there will be opportunities to 
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Student name 

Parent/Guardian name 

Parent/Guardian contact phone/email 

Year level in 2019 (please circle)                           Year 9                                                 Year 10 

Elective 1  Elective 2 Elective 3 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 

Marine Studies Environmental 
Science Studies Outdoor Education Sports Studies Design Technology 

(soft materials) 

Design 
Technology  

(hard materials) 

Digital Technology 
and Media arts  Visual Arts  Social Studies  Drama  

Commerce and 
Business Studies 

10A Maths 
(Year 10 only) 

French 
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Please return elective preferences by Friday November 2. Some classes have limited spaces, these will 

be allocated according to when expressions of interest are returned.  

Please see Mrs Anne Phillips-Vira should you have any questions regarding these electives. 

 

Circle one subject per elective for Semester 1 and 2 to indicate your preferences.  


