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The SACE - How do I get it? 
There are 2 stages of the SACE—Stage 1 and Stage 2. 
Most students at PVIS start Stage 1 in Year 10 and complete it in Year 11. 
Stage 2 is usually studied in Year 12. 

Year 11 Year 10 Year 12 
Most students will start their 
SACE in Year 10 with the Personal 
Learning Plan (PLP). 

The PLP is a 10-credit Stage 1 
subject.  

Studying the PLP gives you a good 
foundation for your Year 11 and 
Year 12 studies, and can help in 
your subject selection. It is a way 
to get you thinking  about your 
options for the future and how 
the SACE can help you get there. 

Like Year 11, you choose your 
subjects and courses—this time at 
Stage 2—from those offered at 
PVIS and Open Access College. 

At Stage 2, 70% of your 
assessment tasks (reports, tests, 
presentations etc) are marked by 
teachers at PVIS and checked by 
moderators outside the school. 
This ensures that marking is 
consistent across schools.  

The remaining 30% will be 
assessed outside the school. 
These assessments could take the 
form of examinations, 
performances or investigations.  

Students who are intending on 
following a University pathway 
are encouraged to study the 
Research Project. It is a one 
semester (10 credit) subject that 
gives you the chance to research 
in depth a topic that you are 
interested in.  

Year 11 is when most students 
begin a full year of SACE study. You 
can choose from a range of Stage 1 
subjects offered at PVIS and 
through Open Access College. 

In Stage 1, all of your assessment 
tasks (reports, presentations etc) 
are marked by the teachers at the 
school.  

There are two compulsory 
requirements for the SACE. 
Students need to complete a full-
year of Stage 1 English, and at 
least a semester of a Mathematics 
subject.  

You will need to get a C grade or 
better in both.  Your assessments 
in these two areas are marked by 
your teachers and checked by 
moderators outside the school to 
ensure that grades are consistent 
across schools.  
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Credits 
To gain your SACE you need to 
achieve 200 credits. 

The compulsory parts make up 30 
credits— 20 credits of literacy and 
10 credits of numeracy.  

Completion of the PLP gives you 
10 credits as does Research 
Project. 

You will also need to complete at 
least 60 credits from Stage 2 
subjects – you can choose the 
subjects, but they have to be 
worth at least 60 credits in total. 
You must achieve a C– grade or 
better in the 60 credits of your 
Stage 2 subjects.  

The table on the opposite page 
shows the SACE requirements. 
Remember that 10 credits 
equates to one semester of study 
in a subject, and 20 credits 
equates to a full-year subject.  

 

 

In the SACE, achievement in each 
subject is reported using grades.  

At Stage 1, the highest grade is A 
and the lowest is E.  

At Stage 2, the highest grade is A+ 
and the lowest is E–.  

Grades 

Putting it another way 
The table below shows how many credits are needed at each stage of the 
SACE to meet the 200 credit requirement.  

There is also a useful online tool to help you plan your SACE in Students 
Online (www.sace.sa.edu.au/students-online).  

If you need more help understanding how the SACE works, talk to your 
teachers or the SACE coordinator.  

You can also find useful information on the SACE website – just click on the 
link for ‘Students and Families’ on the homepage.  

Credits  

Year 10  

Personal Learning Plan 10 

Year 11 (Stage 1) or Year 12 (Stage 2)  

Literacy (English or Essential English) 20 

Numeracy (Essential Mathematics, General Mathematics, 

Mathematics) 
At least10 

8 other 10 credit subjects 80 

Year 12 (Stage 2)  

Research Project 10 

Other Stage 2 subjects and courses 60 or more 

Other Stage 1 or Stage 2 Subjects Up to 90 

Total 200 + 

points 

Subjects 
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Subjects  
Whether you want to go to university, study a trade or go straight into 
the workforce, the SACE can be tailored to suit your needs.  

All SACE students need to complete the 
compulsory requirements, but your 
other subject choices are up to you.  

It is important to check the subjects 
PVIS and Open Access College offer – 
not every subject on the SACE website is 
offered. 

SACE subjects that are worth 10 credits 
are usually one-semester subjects, while 
20-credit subjects usually involve a full 
year of study.  

A list of potential Stage 1 and 2 subjects 
offered at PVIS is at the back of this 
booklet. Please be aware that not all of 
these subjects will be offered. This will 
depend on student interest. 

When deciding on your subjects for Year 
11 and Year 12, remember to consider 
any prerequisite subjects for university 
courses you are interested in. You may 
need to study the Stage 1 subject to be 
able to enroll in the Stage 2 subject the 
year after.  

Apart from studying SACE subjects, you 
can also get credits towards the SACE 
through Community Learning, 
volunteering in the community and 
internationally recognised music exams. 

Learning areas  

Subjects are grouped into nine learning areas:  

Arts 

Business, Enterprise and Technology 

Cross-Disciplinary 

English 

Health and Physical Education 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Languages 

Mathematics 

Sciences 
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Other Courses -  
Recognising Your Learning 
 

There are a number of other ways to gain SACE credits. Most students 
earn credits by studying subjects at school; however you can also gain 
SACE credits through recognition arrangements, such as Community 
Learning.  

Studying for your SACE means you 
can gain SACE credits for skills and 
knowledge you gain in a range of 
community programs and other 
courses.  

The learning that students undertake 
through Community Learning and 
other recognised courses is called 
‘recognised learning’ in the SACE.  

Community Learning  

Students can count up to 90 credits 
of Community Learning at Stage 1 
and/or Stage 2, but it is important to 
note that Community Learning does 
not count towards the requirement 
for 60 credits at a C grade or better at 
Stage 2.  

You can gain credits for community 
service or activities in two ways:  
• community-developed programs  
• self-directed community learning. 
Community-developed 
programs  
Many community organisations 
develop their own learning programs, 

which students can undertake and 
count towards their SACE at Stage 1 
or Stage 2.  

These include programs such as:  
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Award  
• Australian Music Examinations  

A full list of SACE-recognised 
community-developed courses can be 
found on the SACE website under 
Subjects > Recognised Learning.  

 

Self-directed community 
learning  
You might be part of a program or 
course outside school which is not 
formally accredited, but which you 
could still be eligible to receive SACE 
credits for.  

This could include:  
• participating in a sport at an elite 

level  

• acting as a carer for an elderly or 
invalid person  

• teaching others a specialised skill 
(such as dance)  

•  volunteering.  

You need to show evidence of your 
learning when applying for SACE 
credits for self-directed community 
learning.   
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A guide for SACE -  
Choosing what to study 
Choosing what subjects to study at Stage 2 in the SACE may seem 
daunting. But have confidence in the work you’ve done so far, ask the 
right questions and use the right resources, and you can make informed 
choices that will get you where you want to go.  

Talk to teachers, parents and 
friends  

You may have an idea about the areas 
of learning you are interested in, such 
as the sciences, mathematics or 
humanities, but have you decided on 
the particular subjects you want to 
study?  

Your teachers can advise you about 
the subjects offered at PVIS, and what 
might fit best with your goals.  

Talk to people who know you well, 
such as your parents and friends. As 
well as being a useful sounding board, 
they can give you the confidence and 
support to make choices that are 
right for you.  

Think about future career 
requirements  

Consider the type of career you may 
want to enter after school, and what 
pathways there are to that sort of 
career.  

If you want to study at university, you 
can use the SACE to gain an 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 

(ATAR) for entry into courses in 
Australia, NZ and further afield. 

Some university courses also 
have prerequisite subjects.  

Many SACE students each year enter 
top universities around the world – if 
this is something you are interested 
in, you will want to look at the entry 
requirements.  

Use the SACE website  

The ‘Subjects’ section of the SACE 

website has lots of information on the 
topics covered in each subject – this 
should give you an idea of whether a 
particular subject is for you.  

You can use the information on the 
subject pages alongside the ‘Students 
Online’ tool to plan your SACE, look at 
different subject combinations and 
check your progress. Students Online 
can provide an overall picture of how 
you are doing in your SACE and how 
the subjects you choose can 
contribute to your certificate.  
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Stage 1 SACE Subjects 
The following are a range of  Stage 1 SACE subjects that may be offered at 
PVIS. This is decided according to student preference. All subjects can be 
studied via Open Access College should they not be offered onsite at 
PVIS. 

Biology (1BGY10)  

Science inquiry skills and science as a 
human endeavour are integral to 
students’ learning in this subject and are 
interwoven through their science 
understanding. In their study of Biology, 
students extend their understanding of 
the nature of living things, as well as of 
the interactions of those living things 
with members of the same species, 
members of other species, and the 
environment. Students develop and 
extend their inquiry skills, including in 
designing and undertaking investigations, 
and collecting and analysing primary and 
secondary data. They interpret and 
evaluate data, and synthesise and use 
evidence to construct and justify 
conclusions. 

Business and Enterprise (1BUE10)  

This subject focuses on learning about 
the successful management of business 
and enterprise issues in personal, 
business, and social contexts, locally, 
nationally, and globally. Students gain an 
understanding of business operations and 
practice, develop an awareness of 
business, financial, and technological 
skills, participate in planning, developing, 
and controlling business activities, and 
evaluate decisions on business practices. 
They have the opportunity to reflect on 
current issues in business and enterprise, 
and to make informed decisions. 
Students evaluate the impact and effects 
of business, enterprises, and technology 
on the economy and the environment, 
and on the well-being and lifestyle of 
individuals and communities. 

 

Chemistry (1CEM10)  

Science inquiry skills and science as a 
human endeavour are integral to 
students’ learning in this subject and are 
interwoven through the science 
understanding. In their study of 
Chemistry, students develop and extend 
their understanding of some of the 
fundamental principles and concepts of 
chemistry, including structure, bonding, 
polarity, solubility, acid-base reactions, 
and redox. These are introduced in the 
individual topics, with the mole concept 
and some energy concepts introduced 
gradually throughout these topics. 
Students develop and extend their 
inquiry skills, including in designing and 
undertaking investigations, and collecting 
and analysing primary and secondary 
data. They interpret and evaluate data, 
and synthesise and use evidence to 
construct and justify conclusions. 

Child Studies (1CSD10)  

Students explore the period of childhood 
from conception to eight years, and 
issues related to the growth, health and 
well-being of children. They examine the 
diverse range of values and beliefs about 
childhood and the care of children, the 
nature of contemporary families and the 
changing roles of children in a 
contemporary consumer society. 

Economics (1EMS10)  

Students learn about how an economy 
operates, the structure of economic 
systems, and the way in which they 
function. They develop an understanding 
of different economic systems and 
institutions, and can assess the degree to 
which these systems and institutions help 

satisfy people's needs and wants. 
Students become aware that economic 
decisions are not value-free and have 
outcomes that may be inconsistent with 
social, moral, and ethical values. Students 
research, analyse, evaluate, and apply 
economic models that are expressed in 
graphical and/or diagrammatic form. 
They make forecasts about economic 
change and evaluate issues for individuals 
and groups in local, national, and global 
settings.  

Earth and Environmental Science 
(1EES10) 
 Science inquiry skills and science as a 
human endeavour are integral to 
students’ learning in this subject and are 
interwoven through their science 
understanding. In their study of Earth and 
Environmental Science, students extend 
their understanding of the way in which 
Earth materials and processes generate 
environments, including habitats, where 
organisms live; the natural processes and 
human influences that induce changes in 
physical environments; and ways in which 
organisms respond to those changes. 
Students develop and extend their 
inquiry skills, including in designing and 
undertaking investigations, and collecting 
and analysing primary and secondary 
data. They interpret and evaluate data, 
and synthesise and use evidence to 
construct and justify conclusions. 
 

English (1ESH10)  

This subject has an emphasis on 
responding to texts, creating texts, and 
intertextual study. Students critically and 
creatively engage with a variety of types 
of texts including novels, film, media, 



poetry, and drama texts. Stage 1 English 
articulates with the Stage 2 English 
subjects. 

English as an Additional Language 
(1EAL10) 

This subject is designed to improve 
students’ general proficiency in the 
English language. There is an emphasis 
on communication, comprehension, 
analysis, and text creation. This subject 
leads to Stage 2 English as an Additional 
Language, which has a focus on 
developing students’ academic literacy 
skills, and may also lead to other Stage 2 
English subjects. Eligibility criteria apply 
for this subject. 

Essential English (1ETE10)  

Stage 1 Essential English is designed for a 
range of students, including those who 
are seeking to meet the SACE literacy 
requirement, students planning to 
pursue a career in a range of trades or 
vocational pathways, and those intending 
to continue their study of English at Stage 
2. There is an emphasis on 
communication, comprehension, 
analysis, and text creation. This subject 
leads to Stage 2 Essential English, and 
may also lead to other Stage 2 English 
subjects. 

Essential Mathematics (1MEM10)  

This subject is designed for a range of 
students, including those who are 
seeking to meet the SACE numeracy 
requirement, and students who are 
planning to pursue a career in a range of 
trades or vocational pathways. There is 
an emphasis on extending students’ 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to 
practical problem-solving in everyday and 
workplace contexts, in flexible and 

resourceful ways. This subject leads to 
Stage 2 Essential Mathematics. 

French (continuers) (1FRC10)  

The continuers level languages are 
designed for students who have studied 
the language for 400 to 500 hours by the 
time they have completed Stage 2, or 
who have an equivalent level of 
knowledge. Students interact with others 
to share information, ideas, opinions and 
experiences. They create texts in 
language to express information, 
feelings, ideas and opinions. They analyse 
texts to interpret meaning, and examine 
relationships between language, culture 
and identity, and reflect on the ways in 
which culture influences communication. 

General Mathematics (1MGM10)  

General Mathematics extends students’ 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to 
practical problem-solving. Topics cover a 
diverse range of applications of 
mathematics, including personal financial 
management, measurement and 
trigonometry, the statistical investigation 
process, modelling using linear and non-
linear functions, and networks and 
matrices. Successful completion of 
General Mathematics at Stage 2 prepares 
students for entry to tertiary courses 
requiring a non-specialised background in 
mathematics. 

Geography (1GHY10)  
Students develop their understanding 
and application of key geographical 
concepts, and of the interdependence of 
human and physical environments. They 
explore contemporary geographical 
issues, use local fieldwork opportunities, 
and examine geographical features, 
concepts, and issues through the use of a 

range of skills and techniques, including 
spatial technologies.  
Students think creatively about ways to 
tackle social, environmental and 
economic challenges in built 
environments and make 
recommendations to ensure sustainable 
outcomes in the future. They develop 
their intercultural understanding and 
empathy for communities and 
environments in locations that are 
vulnerable to hazards. Students develop 
ethical understanding as they investigate 
contemporary geographical issues at 
local and global scales. 

Health (1HEH10)  

Students recognise the various factors 
that shape the behaviour and attitudes of 
individuals and groups in relation to 
healthy living, and caring for themselves 
and the environment. They develop skills 
to consider how changing social 
structures, community values, 
environmental issues, and new 
technologies affect the health and well-
being of individuals and communities. 
Stage 1 Health provides the opportunity 
for teachers and schools to develop 
programs that suit the local needs of 
students. 

Information Processing and Publishing 
(1IPR10)  

Students apply practical skills to provide 
creative solutions to text-based 
communication tasks. They create both 
hard copy and electronic text-based 
publications, and evaluate the 
development process. Students use 
technology to design and implement 
information processing solutions, and 
identify, choose, and use the appropriate 
computer hardware and software to 
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Stage 1 SACE Subjects 
The following are a range of  Stage 1 SACE subjects that may be offered at 
PVIS. This is decided according to student preference. All subjects can be 
studied via Open Access College should they not be offered onsite at 
PVIS. 



process, manage and communicate 
information in a range of contexts. 

Mathematics (1MAM10)  

Stage 1 Mathematics provides the 
foundation for further study in 
mathematics in Stage 2 Mathematical 
Methods and Stage 2 Specialist 
Mathematics. 

Mathematical Methods can lead to 
tertiary studies of, for example, 
economics, computer sciences, and the 
sciences. It prepares students for courses 
and careers that may involve the use of 
statistics, such as health or social 
sciences. 

Specialist Mathematics can be a pathway 
to mathematical sciences, engineering, 
and physical sciences. Specialist 
Mathematics is designed to be studied in 
conjunction with Mathematical Methods. 

Modern History (1MOD10)   

In the study of Modern History at Stage 1, 
students explore changes within the 
world since 1750, examining 
developments and movements of 
significance, the ideas that inspired them, 
and their short- and long-term 
consequences on societies, systems, and 
individuals. They explore the impacts that 
these developments and movements had 
on people’s ideas, perspectives, and 
circumstances. They investigate ways in 
which people, groups, and institutions 
challenge political structures, social 
organisation, and economic models to 
transform societies. Students build their 
skills in historical method through 
inquiry, by examining and evaluating the 
nature of sources, including who wrote or 
recorded them, whose history they tell, 

whose stories are not included and why, 
and how technology is creating new 
spaces in which histories can be 
conveyed. Students explore different 
interpretations, draw conclusions, and 
develop reasoned historical arguments. 
 

Nutrition (1NUT10)  

Students investigate up-to-date scientific 
information on the role of nutrients in 
the body as well as social and 
environmental issues in nutrition. They 
explore the links between food, health, 
and diet-related diseases, and have the 
opportunity to examine factors that 
influence food choices and reflect on 
local, national, Indigenous, and global 
concerns and associated issues. Students 
investigate methods of food production 
and distribution that affect the quantity 
and quality of food, and consider the 
ways in which these methods and 
associated technologies influence the 
health of individuals and communities. 
The study of nutrition assists students to 
reinforce or modify their own diets and 
lifestyle habits to maximise their health 
outcomes. 

Outdoor Education (1OUE10)  

Students gain an understanding of 
ecology, environmental sustainability, 
cultural perspectives, and physical and 
emotional health through participating in 
outdoor activities. They learn to develop 
and apply risk and safety management 
skills and responsibility for themselves 
and other members of a group. Students 
reflect on environmental practices 
related to outdoor activities. (Additional 
cost would apply) 

 

Physical Education (1PHE10)  

Students gain an understanding of human 
functioning and physical activity, and an 
awareness of the community structures 
and practices that influence participation 
in physical activity. Students explore their 
own physical capacities and analyse 
performance, health, and lifestyle issues. 
They develop skills in communication, 
investigation, and the ability to apply 
knowledge to practical situations. 

Physics (1PYI10)  
 

Science inquiry skills and science as a 
human endeavour are integral to 
students’ learning in this subject and are 
interwoven through the science 
understanding. In their study of Physics, 
students extend their understanding of 
natural phenomena, from the subatomic 
world to the macrocosmos, and to make 
predictions about them, using qualitative 
and quantitative models, laws, and 
theories to better understand matter, 
forces, energy, and the interaction 
among them. By studying physics, 
students understand how new evidence 
can lead to the refinement of existing 
models and theories and to the 
development of different, more complex 
ideas, technologies, and innovations. 
Students develop and extend their 
inquiry skills, including in designing and 
undertaking investigations, and collecting 
and analysing primary and secondary 
data. They interpret and evaluate data, 
and synthesise and use evidence to 
construct and justify conclusions. 
 

Psychology (1PSC10)  

The study of psychology enables students 
to understand their own behaviours and 
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Stage 1 SACE Subjects 
The following are a range of  Stage 1 SACE subjects that may be offered at 
PVIS. This is decided according to student preference. All subjects can be 
studied via Open Access College should they not be offered onsite at 
PVIS. 



the behaviours of others. It has direct 
relevance to their personal lives. 
Psychological knowledge can be applied 
to improve outcomes and the quality of 
experience in various areas of life, such 
as education, intimate relationships, child 
rearing, employment and leisure. 
Psychology builds on the scientific 
method by involving students in the 
collection and analysis of qualitative and 
quantitative data. By emphasising 
evidence-based procedures (i.e. 
observation, experimentation and 
experience), the subject allows students 
to develop useful skills in analytical and 
critical thinking, and in making 
inferences. 

Tourism (1TOS10)  
Students develop an understanding of 
the nature of tourists, tourism, and the 
tourism industry. They investigate local, 
national, and global tourism, and explore 
tourism as a business. Students gain an 
understanding of the complex economic, 
social, cultural and environmental 
impacts of tourism. A student's 
understanding of the sustainable 
management of tourism is central to the 
subject. 

Visual Arts - Art (1VAA10)  

Eligibility criteria apply for entry to a 
continuers-level program. The broad area 
of Art encompasses both artistic and 
crafting methods and outcomes. The 
processes of creation in both art and craft 
include the initiation and development of 
ideas, research, analysis, exploration, 
experimentation with media and 
technique, through to the resolution and 
production of practical work. Visual Arts 
engages students in conceptual, practical, 
analytical, and contextual aspects of 
creative human endeavour. It emphasises 

visual thinking, investigation, the ability 
to develop ideas and concepts, refine 
technical skills, and produce imaginative 
solutions.  

Workplace Practices (1WPS10)  

Students develop knowledge, skills, and 
understanding of the nature, type and 
structure of the workplace. They learn 
about the value of unpaid work to 
society, future trends in the world of 
work, workers’ rights and responsibilities 
and career planning. Students can 
undertake learning in the workplace and 
develop and reflect on their capabilities, 
interests, and aspirations.  
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Stage 1 SACE Subjects 
The following are a range of  Stage 1 SACE subjects that may be offered at 
PVIS. This is decided according to student preference. All subjects can be 
studied via Open Access College should they not be offered onsite at PVIS. 

Open Access 
College  

PVIS has a partnership with Open 
Access College in Adelaide, South 
Australia.  

Subjects that PVIS does not teach 
onsite can be accessed via video 
conferencing and independent 
learning.  

A list of subjects offered by Open 
Access College are available 
online. 

Stage 1 SACE subjects 

https://www.openaccess.edu.au/
curriculum/sace/stage-1-subjects 

Stage 2 SACE subjects 

https://www.openaccess.edu.au/
curriculum/sace/stage-2-subjects 

 

https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace/stage-1-subjects
https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace/stage-1-subjects
https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace/stage-2-subjects
https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace/stage-2-subjects


Biology (2BGY20)  
Students investigate biological systems 
and their interactions, from the 
perspectives of energy, control, structure 
and function, change, and exchange in 
microscopic cellular structures and 
processes, through to macroscopic 
ecosystem dynamics. These 
investigations allow students to extend 
the skills, knowledge, and understanding 
that enable them to explore and explain 
everyday observations, find solutions to 
biological issues and problems, and 
understand how biological science 
impacts on their lives, society, and the 
environment. They apply their 
understanding of the interconnectedness 
of biological systems to evaluate the 
impact of human activity on the natural 
world.  
 

Business and Enterprise (2BUE20)  
Students learn about the successful 
management of business and enterprise 
in personal, business, and social contexts, 
on a local, national, and global scale. They 
gain knowledge and understanding of 
business operations, develop financial 
and technological skills, participate in 
planning, developing, and controlling 
business activities, and evaluate decisions 
on business practices. Students assess 
the impact and effects of business, 
enterprise, and technology on the 
economy, environment, and the well-
being and lifestyle of individuals and 
communities. 
 

Chemistry (2CEM20)  
Students develop and extend their 
understanding of how the physical world 
is chemically constructed, the interaction 
between human activities and the 

environment, and the use that human 
beings make of the planet’s resources. 
They explore examples of how scientific 
understanding is dynamic and develops 
with new evidence, which may involve 
the application of new technologies. The 
study of Chemistry helps students to 
make informed decisions about 
interacting with and modifying nature, 
and explore options such as green or 
sustainable chemistry, which seeks to 
reduce the environmental impact of 
chemical products and processes. 
 
Economics (2EMS20)  
Students learn how an economy 
operates, the structure of economic 
systems and the way in which they 
function. Students develop an 
understanding of different economic 
systems and institutions, and can assess 
the degree to which these systems and 
institutions help satisfy people's needs 
and wants. They become aware that 
economic decisions are not value-free 

and have outcomes that may be 
inconsistent with social, moral, and 
ethical values. Students research, 
analyse, evaluate, and apply economic 
models that are expressed in graphical 
and/or diagrammatic form. They make 
forecasts about economic change and 
evaluate issues for individuals and groups 
in local, national, and global settings.  
 

Earth and Environmental Science 
(2EES20)  
Students apply their understanding of the 
interaction of the four Earth systems to 
investigate, evaluate, and make 
predictions about the impact of human 
activities on the environment and vice 
versa. They assess the evidence that 
informs public debate on social and 
environmental issues such as use of the 
Earth’s resources, and climate change. 
This subject emphasises ways in which 
Earth materials and processes generate 
environments, including habitats, where 
organisms live; the natural processes and 
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Stage 2 SACE Subjects 
The following are a range of Stage 2 SACE subjects that may be offered at 
PVIS. This is decided according to student preference. All subjects can be 
studied via Open Access College should they not be offered onsite at 
PVIS. 



human influences that induce changes in 
physical environments; and ways in which 
organisms respond to those changes. 
 

English (2ESH20)  
In English students analyse the 
interrelationship of author, text, and 
audience, with an emphasis on how 
language and stylistic features shape 
ideas and perspectives in a range of 
contexts. They consider social, cultural, 
economic, historical, and/or political 
perspectives in texts and their 
representation of human experience and 
the world. Students explore how the 
purpose of a text is achieved through 
application of text conventions and 
stylistic choices to position the audience 
to respond to ideas and perspectives. 
They have opportunities to reflect on 
their personal values and those of other 
people by responding to aesthetic and 
cultural aspects of texts from the 
contemporary world, from the past, and 
from Australian and other cultures. 
Students who complete this subject with 
a C– grade or better will meet the literacy 
requirement of the SACE. 
 

English Literary Studies (2ELS20)  
English Literary Studies focuses on ways 
in which literary texts represent culture 
and identity, on the dynamic relationship 
between authors, texts, audiences, and 
contexts, and on the skills and strategies 
of critical thinking needed to interpret 
texts. Through shared and individual 
study of texts, students encounter 
different opinions about texts, have 
opportunities to exchange and develop 
ideas, find evidence to support a personal 
view, learn to construct logical and 
convincing arguments, and consider a 

range of critical interpretations of texts. 
Students develop an understanding of 
the power of language to represent 
ideas, events, and people in particular 
ways and of how texts challenge or 
support cultural perceptions. Students 
who complete this subject with a C– 
grade or better will meet the literacy 
requirement of the SACE. 

 
Essential English (2ETE20)  
In this subject students respond to and 
create texts in and for a range of 
personal, social, cultural, community, 
and/or workplace contexts. Students 
understand and interpret information, 
ideas, and perspectives in texts and 
consider ways in which language choices 
are used to create meaning. Students 
who complete this subject with a C– 
grade or better will meet the literacy 
requirement of the SACE. 

 
Essential Mathematics (2MEM20) 
Essential Mathematics offers senior 
secondary students the opportunity to 
extend their mathematical skills in ways 
that apply to practical problem-solving in 
everyday and workplace contexts. 
Students apply their mathematics to 
diverse settings, including everyday 
calculations, financial management, 
business applications, measurement and 
geometry, and statistics in social 
contexts. In Essential Mathematics there 
is an emphasis on students developing 
their computational skills and expanding 
their ability to apply their mathematical 
skills in flexible and resourceful ways. This 
subject is valuable for students planning 
to pursue a career in a range of trades or 
vocations. Students who complete this 

subject with a C– or better will meet the 
numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
 

General Mathematics (2MGM20)  
General Mathematics extends students’ 
mathematical skills in ways that apply to 
practical problem-solving. A problem-
based approach is integral to the 
development of mathematical models 
and the associated key concepts. These 
cover a diverse range of applications of 
mathematics, including personal financial 
management, the statistical investigation 
process, modelling using linear and non-
linear functions, and discrete modelling 
using networks and matrices. Successful 
completion of General Mathematics at 
Stage 2 prepares students for entry to 
tertiary courses requiring a non-
specialised background in mathematics. 
Students who complete this subject with 
a C–  or better will meet the numeracy 
requirement of the SACE. 
 

Information Processing and Publishing 
(2IPR20)  
Students apply practical skills and design 
principles to provide creative solutions to 
text-based communication tasks. They 
create both hard copy and electronic text
-based publications, and evaluate the 
development process. Students use 
technology to design and implement 
information processing solutions, and 
identify, choose, and use the appropriate 
computer hardware and software to 
process, manage and communicate 
information in a range of contexts. 
 

Mathematical Methods (2MHS20) 
Mathematical Methods further extends 
students’ mathematical knowledge, skills, 
and understanding, and includes the 
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Stage 2 SACE Subjects 
The following are a range of Stage 2 SACE subjects that may be offered at 
PVIS. This is decided according to student preference. All subjects can be 
studied via Open Access College should they not be offered onsite at 
PVIS. 



study of calcyulus and statistics. By using 
functions and their derivatives and 
integrals, and by mathematically 
modelling physical processes, students 
extend their understanding of aspects of 
the physical world based on relationships 
involving rates of change. Students use 
statistics to describe and analyse 
phenomena that involve uncertainty and 
variation. Mathematical Methods 
provides the foundation for further study 
in mathematics, economics, computer 
sciences, the sciences, and careers that 
may involve the use of statistics, such as 
health or social sciences. When studied 
together with Specialist Mathematics, 
this subject can be a pathway to 
engineering, physical science, and laser 
physics. Students who complete this 
subject with a C– or better will meet the 
numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
 

Physics (2PYI20)  
Students develop and apply their 
understanding of the complex ways in 
which science interacts with society, and 
investigate the dynamic nature of 
physics. They explore how physicists 
develop new understanding and insights, 
and produce innovative solutions to 
everyday and complex problems and 
challenges in local, national, and global 
contexts. Students integrate and apply a 
range of understanding, inquiry, and 
scientific thinking skills that encourage 
and inspire them to contribute their own 
solutions to current and future problems 
and challenges. 
 

Research Project A (2RPA10)  
Students have the opportunity to study 
an area of interest in depth. They use 
their creativity and initiative, while 

developing the research and presentation 
skills they will need in further study or 
work. 
 

Specialist Mathematics (2MSC20) 
Specialist Mathematics draws on and 
deepens students’ mathematical 
knowledge, skills, and understanding, and 
provides opportunities for students to 
develop their skills in using rigorous 
mathematical arguments and proofs, and 
using mathematical models. It includes 
the study of functions and calculus. The 
subject leads to study in a range of 
tertiary courses such as mathematical 
sciences, engineering, computer science, 
and physical sciences. Students 
envisaging careers in related fields will 
benefit from studying this subject. 
Specialist Mathematics is designed to be 
studied in conjunction with Mathematical 
Methods. Students who complete this 
subject with a C– or better will meet the 
numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
 
Tourism (2TOS20)  
Students develop an understanding of 
the nature of tourists, tourism, and the 
tourism industry. They investigate local, 
national, and global tourism, and explore 
tourism as a business. Students gain an 
understanding of the complex economic, 
social, cultural and environmental 
impacts of tourism.  
 
 

Visual Arts - Art (2VAA20)  
Students research, analyse, explore and 
experiment with media and technique, 
and resolve and produce practical work. 
They use visual thinking and investigation 
to develop ideas and concepts, refine 
technical skills, and produce imaginative 

solutions. Students learn to communicate 
personal ideas, beliefs, values, thoughts, 
feelings, concepts and opinions, and 
provide observations of their lived or 
imagined experiences in visual form.  
 

Workplace Practices (2WPC20)  
Students develop knowledge, skills, and 
understanding of the nature, type and 
structure of the workplace. They learn 
about the changing nature of work, 
industrial relations, legislation, safe and 
sustainable workplace practices, and 
local, national, and global issues in an 
industry and workplace context.  
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Where to from here? 
Over the coming months we will consider, based on student interest, the 
best possible SACE subject combination that PVIS can  offer. 

Please fill in, detach and return the final 
page in the booklet to indicate your 
initial subject preferences. 

Each current PVIS student will be offered 
a subject selection counselling session 
once subject offerings are finalised. 

Students from other schools are advised 
to complete an enrollment form as soon 
as possible. Once these have been 
submitted, students will be contacted to 
arrange for a subject selection 
counselling session. 

 

Other sources of information: 

SACE website 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/ 

SATAC—South Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre 

http://www.satac.edu.au/ 

UAC—NSW Tertiary Admissions Centre 

https://www.uac.edu.au/ 

VTAC -Victorian Tertiary Admissions 
Centre 

https://www.vtac.edu.au/ 

QTAC—Queensland Tertiary Admissions 
Centre 

https://www.qtac.edu.au/ 

2019 Fee Schedule – Year 11 and 12 
Year 11 

Tuition fees 646,000 

SACE fees (Stage 1) 69,200 

Stage 1 resource levy 40,000 

Annual fundraising levy 10,000 

Annual building levy 26,000 

School magazine 2,000 

Total 793,200 

Year 12 

Tuition fees 646,000 

SACE fees (Stage 2) 130,200 

Stage 2 resource levy 50,000 

Annual fundraising levy 10,000 

Annual building levy 26,000 

School magazine 2,000 

Total 864,200 

Open Access College subject per semester 100,000 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/
https://www.uac.edu.au/
https://www.vtac.edu.au/
https://www.qtac.edu.au/


 

Student name 

Current School 

Current Year Level 

Parent/Guardian name 

Parent/Guardian contact phone 

Parent/Guardian contact email 

Intended year of completion of SACE 

Stage 1 Subject Preferences  
Semester 1, 2019 

Stage 1 Subject Preferences  
Semester 2, 2019 

Stage 2 Subject Preferences 
Full Year 2019/2020 

1. 1. 1. 

2 2 2 

3. 3. 3. 

4. 4. 4. 

5. 5. 5. 

6. 6. 6. 

7. 7. 7. 

8. 8. 8. 

9. 9. 9. 

10. 10. 10. 

Please return to the PVIS Office by Friday June 1, 2018 

Expression of interest in studying 
the SACE at PVIS 

Subject preferences are for planning purposes only at this stage. Please be aware that PVIS is unlikely to be 
able to accommodate all preferences, however, Open Access College offers an alternative enrollment 
program for those students whose preferences can not be accommodated onsite. 


